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Prior to =arly Noverber 1951, promotions in the Hungarian Army were announced
on Comrunist holidays, i. e. L April, 1 Yay, 7 Noverber and 21 December. On
these days, prescribed quotas of NCOs and BIf were promoted Yo the next higher
rank. It scmetimes cccurred that B! were advanced twe ranks. Iromoticns on
days other than stated were rclatively seldom. It was the general practice
that vadets of officer candidate schools graduated as junior lisutenants and
were promoted to the rank of lieutenant after a year and then promoted to the
rank of senior lieutenant after three years.

The courses at the ofiicer candidate schools begen every October. During the
three nmonths preceding October, political officers and DISZ secretaries conduct-
ad recruiting campaigns among the soldiers, pointing out the financial advantages
of an officer career, lost of the recruiting speeches were held before large
audiences., DBachelor soldiers were given preference. Candidates could volunteer
for a specific officer school but these requests were usually ignored. The
political officer and the company or battery commander concerned jointly made

an evaluation of the applicant, while the counterintellisence agencies provided
data on his backrround and relatives. Applicants with relatives abroad were
usually rejected. The general tendency was to select future officers from the

-class of farmers and workors. Defore bein: admitted te an of ficer candidate

school, every applicant had to pass an entrance examination. Civilians who
were reconmenced by Communist Party officials were also cxarmined. BEvery candi-
date was subjected to a physical inspection as well as a pelitical and ~ilitary
exanination. The physical examination was very strict and candidates with only
ninor ceficiencies wo e rejected. The wolitical examination centerad on current
events and was not very thorough. Yilitary knoviledpe was the least impertant
part of the exanination. The candidates who passed the entrance exarination
were as~igned to the individual officer candidate schools according to the -
requirements. In the fall of 1951, rost of the candidates were sent to the AAA
and technical of fices schools.

hccording to a special decree of the Var Ministry, all the students at the

Dudapest Institute of Technology were being trained as technicsal officers,
After completion of their studies, the students were gqualified to be technical
officers in the rescrve corps. Both sumrer and winter traininge courses were
held. The sumser training was held in September and Cctober. In 1951, friends
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25X1 |_:I—_|vwr'e at 2 training camp near Szengotthard (Y 3/C L5). | |
25X1 other training camps were near Lake Balaton. The students were given

basic training and subsequently a special technicgl training. Evening hours
were devoted to the study of technical problens.

NMungarian Var Academy.

L. TProm officers and EY of the Var Acadeny (Hadiislola) [ | the 25X1
academy consisted of a techrical and a gencral military sectios. Usually, the

techinical courses were attended by soldiers with technical qualifications

irrespective of rank. They praduated from the academy after abput six months 25X 1

and were then assigned to high echelon headquarters as techunical officers.

Stady at the nilitary section cf th» acadery lasted four years. (raduates

From these courses left as majors or licutenant colonels teo be assicned te high

echelon headquartors. Entrance exasinations for Lhe war academy lasted a2 week,

(%2

Civilian Defense Officors.

5. After the syrine of 1951, special civilian defense officers ineluding wome
were observed on the streets of Pudapest., Thes»s cofficers wore dark groen or
dark blue uniforms with insignia of the technical troops. After attending
a gpecial training course they organized pastive air defense courses in face
“tories, comrunities ete. and air raid protection measures in the country.
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